CHAPTER XVIIL.

Logan County was created February 1s, 1839. Prio; e
tion, the larger portion of it, being part of Sangamon, e S Creg.
to the Sangamon County courts. Th.e first Probate Court everrrl‘]f?ab}e
Sangamon County, in 1821, was presided over by James Lathamed.m
was the first white settler in what is now Logan County, in 1816 w}:
sketch of his career is given in the chapter on early settlemen 'Th
- - (S
same General Assembly, which created Logan County, also created the
Eighth Judicial Circuit, composed of the counties of Logan, Sangame
McLean, Macon, Tazewell, Menard, Logan, Livingston angd Dane, thé i
name of the latter county being subsequently changed to Christian. 0y
the twenty-ninth of February, 1839, Stephen T. Logan was commjs.
sioned as judge of this new circuit, but resigned the office, May 2,
1839, and was succeeded by Samuel H. Treat. Judge Treat was the
first judge to preside over a Logan County court. He was regarded
as an able lawyer and devoted himself exclusively to his judicial duties,
to the detriment of his Private business which was found at his death
to be in great confusion. He was born in New York in 1811, admitted
to the bar in that state, came to Illinois in 1834, settling in Sp_fiﬂgﬁeld'
where he resided unti] his death. His succession to the Circuit Judge
e came first by appointment of the Governor, in 1839, to fil ]udi‘_?
{;é)egsar;fs tl;lnezgpired term. He was elected as one of th(:: Asssoflzzat;éluas
e the 4preme Court, by the General Assembly in Iv::;l he st
e ‘EEEPIC'{ ovided that the Supreme Justices were to trave T

Istrict or circuit courts, in the several countits the

reat was assi M : .+ He bl
dBe o Z Sassrgned to the counties in the Eighth Circuit. 85
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sociate Justice of the Supreme Court until March 23;5 *
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Circuit Court while the county seat wag located
5 ; . . = al€q - :

Davis SL]C(:(_‘{'(!I-”?;\ him, just about the time the ¢ at that town,
ed 1O Mt. Pulaski. UNLY Seat wag
v A ) :

titution of 1818 had vested the judicia
The cons Judicial power
T of the stat
state

i 5 Supreme Court :mrlv such inferior courts as the Legis]
: ime to time, ordain 21!1(.1 establish. Until 1824, iht‘r;on

ef justice and three associates, who in addition to thci:]n}m e

re reqmred to hold the Circuit Courts, in the skt %pr;ll_ate

stated. In 1824, a law was passed providing ff;r Evctr_’tmpf.:s.
reuits and five Circ_uit judges. ‘This was repealed in 1826 ?ll:rrlh(;]}?l
gpreme Judges again were required to do trial court work. }In 18 e
wever, the Supreme Judges were once more relieved of this “_(3;’12
d six circuits were created, with provision for six circuit judge& JIn
1837, 2 seventh district was created and in 1839, an eighth and a ninth.

dture ghr)uh]‘

'_5 pefore stated, Logan Cgunty was included in the eighth. In 1841,
he Circuit Judges were legislated out of office and the Supreme Court
yas increased from one Supreme Judge and three associates to one
preme Judge and eight associates, and the nine districts were par-
ed out among these nine supreme judges, Judge Treat, being as-
sed to the Eighth District. Judge Treat was continuously the trial
e, in the Eighth district, from its creation, either as Circuit Judge,
as Associate Supreme Justice, assigned to this district, until 1848,
en he was succeeded by Judge Davis. In 1841, the following coun-
were added to the Eighth District: Shelby, DeWitt, Champaign,
m and Piatt. In 1845, Macon, Shelby and Mason Counties were
d from the Eighth District, were attached to other districts and
dford, Vermilion, Edgar and Moultrie were added to the Eighth.
845, Menard and Livingston were detached from the Eighth Dis-
and Macon and Shelby were re-attached. The Supreme Judge
hls eight associates continued to do circuit work, from 1841 until
’f'd_QIJtion of the new constitution in 1848.
e first term of the Logan County Circuit Court convened at ]Pos}é
0 Thursday, the thirteenth day of June, 1839. The cour]: ]g:s_
g et been built and court was held in the front roor? ik E:vhere
tavern, on Fifth Street, opposite the court house squr-n*;i ‘Treat
It house was built the next year. Here Judge Samuel 1c of the
M€ court to order: The statutes provided that the ciei At
Court should be appointed by the court, and the courﬂaéeppduring
timm, a well-known early settler, who held thg‘: UPrimm was
i’-"‘!‘:1_11'n'm:nc:y of the judgeship, from 1839 to 184. : 4it Court, in
ted Master in Chancery, the clerk of the erct being OVEr-
S, usually acting in that capacity, and. then £0 Eli Enslow
John Deskins was the sheriff and he ap day and there
L The court was in session a part e
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.ivil business to require the attcntluln Of the coypy,
e Ll'\] anelled and it found one true bill for larceny,
: =y A 1111 De iy = - A o)
JUI}l fie ty ri)mlicted has not been preserved, but the chapg
of the party ¢

= . ;:,e aga
that he had purloined from William McGraw, whg resideg
was ti €

B

f
} Jostville, one certain jeans coat. Bejpy ;. 200ut, I
mile .SOUthWEbt' ?fa}:;lbé;]]:iml he was immediately tried, fou:dmdlctedm 4 i
petit jury was 11nelday an exhibition of swift retributiye ustie .}’ ang (
sentenced..m ‘?I] 1];esé present times. The jail had not yet bée‘:;l)rthy t
Of* eiin:‘lafi?(;lit was arranged that Sheriff Deskins shoylg take ¢ i
Z:;rc fol épringﬁeld the next day, fo'r'incarceratic.m in
County jail, there to serve out the jail sentenge 1Mpose
the court. During the night, howe\'e_r, the pnsoner'got out throyg ,
window, while the bailiff, who was in the room with him, Was ina.
vertently asleep. As the majesty of the law had been vindicateq by ]
legal action, in the new county, no attempt was.made to recapture the ﬁ |
prisoner and he has not been apprehended to this day. The first terp |
of the Logan County Circuit Court thus records the organization of the
court, the impanelling of a grand and petit jury, an indictment by the
grand jury, a trial of the party indicted, and a conviction, sentece and
escape of the party so tried, all in one day. The second term of the
Logan County Circuit Court was held on Thursday, the tenth day of
November, 1839, but there was no business transacted at that terpl,
either civil or criminal. A grand jury was impanelled, however, with
George W. Edgar as foreman, but no true bills were found.

During the period that the county seat was at Postville, Josiah Lam

born was the Prosecuting attorney for the Eighth District and came {0
Postville twice

uilt

Con-
pfis- {
d upOI’l hlm b}f {

R

o L I T R SRk T s

4 year, at court time, riding the circuit with J“fig‘f :
Treat. He was quite 5 character in early times. Linder said of L ‘
Intellectually, I know of no man of his day who was his superior ;
S @ prosecutor, he wag a terror to criminals, and was clearly the ue :
noted criminal lawyer of hjs day. He was a large man, over SIX e ;
2t Was. fine looking, but had , deformed foot and carried 2 heafg V
cane.  He was quite convivial in his habits, and when once chid E
p;?e (;nten‘l‘;lu’:rance and told that he could quit drinking if he W , i
S a\i:are I could if T woulq but the devil of it 15 &
e 11:28 'I? Was prosecuting ap old, gray-haired man for .
in his behZIl)f 3 : _Lf)gan was defending him, and made a Y
one foot in ¢} eScrlbmg“t he accused as 5 man with whiteni: la
reply, “his haip;- iravg'. Yes, gentlemen of the jury,” sai e
that byrng With qu‘:’lic;t;mn. » 1L1S true, but it js whitening th
other foot ; re; o

: G ne foot is in the grave, it
1S in hjs neighbor’s |, ; grave, i
o it : 7 S

for three years, he € pen.”  Lamborn

4PPointment ¢ the Goverpey. 25 Attorney Gener:
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. stolen certain utin
V! gz It was allggrjles from a man iaa dzfendant at Post |
' ' ed that th med Coff stville, fo
geardstoW T W ey hove in s nt had tak ived near
Slght en the ho
; rses to

iﬂgtﬁn’cg iiiﬁnimgbthe accused.  Gridiey ek Otidley, of B
of the €ast * a subsequent term, on thg e A Continloam-
ground of Pl

the abse
nce of

40 material witnesses, whom the d
ing county’ naming the witnesses, a 'iifendaQt sWote lived'
Jibi by them. Lamborn took G nd that if present He ¢ n an adjoin-
(e court that the State would ad T?dley, 5y Srtitee hould prove an
iiv as alleged, Pl admit that the said \"_ vhen he notified
thé stand himself and testtq; went to trial. On the :;_t“leSSes would tes-
djoining county, he had lreed, that as prosecuting attljr; Lamborn took
in the affidavit, for horse Sfent_ly prosecuted the two ‘viiy, in the said
fund guilty by a jury and Ge?lmg in that county, that t rilesses named
lle testimony go to g;le d were now doing time. And f}{ had been
another chapter to the r jury. Reference has already beeg court let
fiooting a stage driver emarkable escape of a prisoner, cha mgde_m
gan County’s first jail i Delaf/an prairie, the escape I::einorrfge o
tured and when coujrt 'at Postuille. . 1he escaped prisoxleer'azom 7
Lamborn Seosstuted h;:;ne tzlil}t;ne around, was put on trial before arjzig_
Fhe Mitentiary for fiv - e defendant was found guilty and sent t0-
e had anyhing s eyl s i b
at La e answered: “All I'v .
Cheese_"m born could make a jury believe the moon waserf;c:etgfs?rreg;

The firs

; t . B

tpally Spring\r{frs who tried law suits at the Postville bar were prin-
eld lawyers, who participated in the avocation of what

Was k
nOW'n a £c " =
2 e : :
riding the circuit.” There was not sufficient legal busi-

llesg in
: the iis
small communities, such as Logan County was in the early
of a law firm. Those who

Ortles t

hf"ld law-zuistupport a lawyer, to say nothing

v s to bring, usually went t0 Springfield and sought legal ad-
s attendant bar,

ISErS’ 0 :
r waited the arrival of Judge Treat and hi
field and select th

en ht.
i
L gants could look over the
ed in the practice, were retain

ater, |
Dl‘ep:::l attorneys, somewhat Vers

“Ourg papers, with instructions to select a suitable attorney for

bar reached the scene. It was an

i e and law-

through which the judg -
f wonderful prairie-

Vasts stretches ©
which served as the centers of gov-
he distances

s, and SO great were t ‘
from point

o i
k. when the circuit-riding

irers jOurnsParsgly settled country,
:‘n rolledeyed in the early days
tl:n ent fbetween the little towns,
ta Sev'er or the respective countie :
? Doing al days were sometimes consumed, in trav‘elm.g ro! :
::°st1 4 During the days of the Postville court, circuit rld:ﬂgrd‘l}’:g
amg :compliShEd on horseback, the judge

nd defying weather, forming a 82Y company:
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th eagerness and met with welcome, at CVery Count ' il
yr 7 EAL AN B ; S : . b ’
Wik "1+ wheeled vehicles was not so much in v, Y sey v

; e, gy ]
sbout the time of the removal of the P Wing be

aw.’lifﬁd

In fact, traveling b}

to bad r{jaldi}k;mjt;-} 1848, When vehicles came in to geﬂEr:thseat {écc
to Mt. 1? ]%:v ers frequently clubbed together and hired 5 mee““-: 3
mlmbc-r of a ’S]]C.Ei’“hlh district, in those days, covered the 1argcll_’a1?ce ba.
for (i'li(r{ttrrﬁ)-jllimis- “The court, Judge Treat, resided at SPringﬁi?;{ ;i
::Iflr] Ui‘rrlj\-‘i(ew of that fact, EiI:l(l the fulj‘tlll’e‘rr fact t};afl Spr_ingﬁeld was thé h
capital of the state, most of ’th(: egrljy d»\;yez; r:» ; ]mr)LS. settled i that i
town and rode the circuit with the judge. Oat(\:llle, bGTg the Nearegt i
county seat to Springfield, thus became a legal “outpost” of the latter b
town. . !
The old hotel, which was located almost opposite the glg court t

house, at Postville and which really served as the first seat of justice f
for the year intervening between the establishment of the county ang :
the completion of the court house, in 1840, was the rendezvous for the & !
judge and his legal retinue and while they were at the hoste!ry, gay t
times were at hand. Jokes and quips were the order of the day. The t
lawyers strove mightily against each other in the court room, but ate 1
and drank together as friends. Every man knew the other and daily '
contact on the circuit and in the court room, created a spirit of com- L ]
radeship, cordial and permanent. Many of the evenings, in the judges
private room, were all night sessions of mirth and good-fellowship,
with song and story. Sometimes, owing to lack of rooms, in the small §
taverns, two, three, four or more lawyers would “bunk” in the same
room, and ail sorts of improvised beds were made. The judge was
usually seated at the head of the dining table, but the other guests, lav-
yers, litigants, witnesses, jurors and prisoners out on bail, all sat 2
g:ft S{iai::?nct;zlc);le’ efnjoygq the same fare, and talked, man to man, W‘;g:
iy ntl?e gosmon. This comradeship of the circuit w;l; (;nd
throughout tghe ﬁftieasys ‘\.;;hen it county scat wad 5 Pu(l;sil’war.
In the ante-bellum da asn a’t r;l})re o less,‘ e the'll 1(‘:’rame 0
the Logan County C . m(fol_n, Sprlngﬁeld. atinge e =

y Lourt and divided the practice with the.IOCal
Were wont to spend. their eveni
zest an €YS, 1n social enjoyment, with somewhat !
o raﬂi@ggoi—fellowsh_lp of the circuit-ridi};g days—but the c:f.'mllﬂgc:‘_w‘l
war, the com about a change in customs and after the *°

the circuit hagd become a happy talB:_ ".?f ;
S king_ Bl

S OSSR Ay

radeship of
airieland waq

=
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i Mt A g Hls dNnd was fre

T o f the [.incoln eouit A Chgufnt]y present at the ante
um \ the writer, to Abraham Iincollj er m1 this work hag o
g b L1IC : ; \uUrdna 5 n anc }

opted L T M - 1S re
'-‘“\Lm\. of Logan and therein will be found a re i the
it

'L' =
.Lf cover> + nlaved . .

. the part piaycd by him in the est
| pal> &

i n and 1tS subsequent civic life.
0

Sume of his life
ablishment of tl
ablishment of tl

a period extending from the ma at the

1e County
1e County of

It need g

| not, therefore

e i ] S ’ re, be repeate
Ve Lincoln's mind and character was most happily fostered IP)} thd
ker€. i - - = .

her ife of the circuit and it was this which 1 s
2

[t

argely moulded ¢

- T S ed the ma;
free M1 WA gt : _ 1
. e formative pel 10d of his career. His practice at the Logan Count;
| ntd iy R - R ” .

| par covers a period, extending from the establishment of the county

1839, 0 his e_lectign to tllg Presidency in 1860, and during all this
;-mf' it can be historically, and not merely heroically, said, that he was
| Ie leading lawyer of the Lpgan County bar. He considered himself
:{member of the local bar, it _would sieem, for the Lincoln Herald, in
il of 1860, tells f:rf a meeting of “the Logan Cpuuty bar,-” held in
e court house at Lm‘co_ln, for the‘ purpose of passing resolutions upon
ge death of Gov. William H. Bissell, and the Herald adds: “The
eolutions were offered by William M. Springer and on motion of
{praham Lincoln were unanimously adopted.” Springer, at that time,
esided in Lincoln. In six months after this meeting was held, Abra-
tam Lincoln was elected President of the United States.

In addition to Abraham Lincoln, among those who trmjeled the
dreuit, of which Logan County was a part, in the old Postville days,
were such well known characters as Stephen T. Logan, John T. ﬁt‘fﬁrt‘
E D. Baker, Edward Jones, Ninian W. Edwards, C_yruf) sida I;;
Jmes C. Conkling, Asabel Gridley, Thomas L. r.HF‘”‘S’H ol
i, Clifton H. Moore, Benjamin S. Edwards,. W 1llna}mt B. Herndon:
Wiliam Orme, Albert T. Bledsoe, Joseph Hewitt; it Il of these
: ’ Wickizer. Substantially a
James 1. Matheny and I nty seat was at Mt.
0 traveled the circuit during the years the cout ydants at the Lin-
Pdaski and a number of them were frequent e e;; addition to those
“n court, after the railroad came. In later ’-’eigsém Bloomington and
%ove named, among the attorneys from o

ere Leonard
unty court, were
Uher points, who attended the Logan County M. Scott, Henry =

Wett, C. H. Goodrich, David Campbell, JOlCnIl]arles A. Keyes, Shelby

- SO11, ; 1
e, William Hannah, Charles Em%i?\\m, w. J. Conkling 0

Ciflom.: A. Metilians, G G B1edS 1 o o B L Groes
?;E-ws, J. S. Post, R. M. Benjan;m’rw\;\lflillalin;m  Shutt, Nathan Cof
I mer,

A. McClernard, John M. Pa - LR
8.1 Duygger, Wasd . Lamon HOEL 0 50 Comty &

2 : ever, O 0
ntiothers. In the earliest days };:;v the horseback circuit, o the
It the ubi » .ho trave
' g five W

i - es C]auy a
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iness of the county before the fifties, who really COnstityteq
legal I_Zlu:» gan County bar and every one of whom, subsequd’ oy
e days, S 10 NEIreE £ 1 :

s gamous in the state and nation, were Abraham meoh‘, Ste o,
became f Edward D. Baker and David Dayjs Ll;hen
s

T. Stuart,
LanH JOhll 3 i . ! .
. 1bpa;‘t11er of Lincoln, was for awhile a Circuit Judge, ang Was
Tas c - e g B ;
i ember of the Peace Commission after the war. Judge Dayjs said 2;
¥ 0
lawyer 1

him: “In all the el.ements E}lat congii&;te a gresgt nisi prigs

have never known his GCJUQ.I' #He i C_LS _)orngm 1600 and died iy 188,
John T. Stuart was born in IKentucky in 1807 and began Practice a£
Springfield in 1828. He defeated _Stepllen A. Douglas for Congreg
in 1838, was elected to Congress again m.1840, and elected a thirg time
in 1862. He was the- Nestor of the Springfield bar and died in 1885
Edward D. Baker was born in 1811, servgd several times in Congreg
went to Oregon, where he was elected United S’Fates Senator, in 186,
He resigned his seat in the Senate to enter the Union Army, commanding
a brigade at Ball’s Bluff, where he was killed, Oct. 21, 1861. He wasy
natural born orator and one of the great men of his time. David Dayis
succeeded Judge Treat on the bench of the Eighth District, and will be
referred to in that connection.

During the days of the Postville court, there was substantially no
local bar. Probably the first person, who could be considered in the
light of a legal adviser was Ezekiel Bowman. Bowman came to Logan
County from Ohio about 1828, and was a general all around handy
man, with legal papers. He tried suits frequently before local justics
of the peace and would file suits for litigants, during the vacation

between terms of court, and later arrange with Lincoln, Logan, Baker
or other attorneys to look after the cases in court. Frequently, 5
would assist in the trials or if the cases were unimportant, would ¥
them himself. Bowman was also a justice of the peace, Was County
Treasurer from 1844 to 1847, School Commissioner from 184 ©
1846 and Sheriff from 1846 to 1848 and from 1852 to 1854 He e
listed in the Civil War and died while in the service. Owen i
‘:{ﬁf another old settler, who tried cases before justice courts and 5011?;:
col: Sol: ttlllle Clrcmt. Cou'rt_ It is said he once tried a law suit WIthc :ar.
-Michael Mznﬁp%()s‘te side.  He was also a local itinerant prea
represented hig o hPrObat-e Justice, was a Baptist preaCher’- 1:l,;lu v
an early lawye neighbors in early litigation. Horace H: . Octicéd
n a limited }\r\-;’ who located at Mt. Pulaski in the forties Zmd_pra eE'*l
Y- The early justices of the peace also transact el

business, 3 :
» as far as Conveyancing, writing of wills and the like f;md E |

we
cerned and attend % :
M. Whittaker ed to minor legal matters for the Pioneerst;mféi:ﬂ* 1

v | :

mng a hotel a?:(t:?ted i Mt. Pulaski and divided his time et

dl"aWing up l’egal ng as Justice of the peace, giving’ ad\?i&ew ;
Papers and trying a small lasw suit, now an
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M olacki in 1842 and cond < Peace 161 16vii e, =
qe Pulaski 112 4= and conducted the old Mt, f . years, Moved

d

3 house He
t U]'Hu“[n'e
SCure(, t
: Hc left h;
aski, with 3 fine

. .86z, and the manner of his de-
rin 1009y - 18 death was carme
| . W ds :-.,:_5“](:\\1"1:1

. . : g 118 money.
ces of land 1n the city limits of Mt. Pylacl:
i) At .

o trees. Probably none of the above
At ALV . L LU :
were ever admitted to the bar

ut
S W.l(lf'rw
: orchard
~ With the exception of My
pallont, : ; and the first )
on County bar, in the sense of being actua

s supposed that e was murdered for 1

ln\\'_\-'ers of the

T R ractitioners w
* &Y o il D { HQI‘_\‘ W
el P [7_;'1;(\\_ \\ 11]]\11]1 Ii. \ (__"'Lm@" and bfmlucl ( P'u'].;q lﬁf'e
o rical order Phac - -+ L dIKS, named in
helr chronological order. These three began the practice of law
the last years ot the Postville regime, ’

s

dur-

g ; : - but as their active effortg
fegan with the location of the county seat at Mt. Pulaski, they will be
nentioned in that connection. .

The details of the removal of the county seat from Postville to Mt.
Pulaski, in 1848, are recited elsewhere. Three other features of a
jirdical nature occurred this same year, the adoption of a new state
wnstitution, @ judicial re-apportionment and a change in the personnel
of the circuit judge presiding over the Logan County Circuit Court.
The constitution of 1848 provided for nine judicial circuits, with one
ldge to be elected in each district. The Eighth District still included
be counties of Logan, Sangamon, McLean, DeWitt, Macon, Christian,
Shelby, Tazewell, Woodford, Champaign, Vermilion and Moulmg.
The new constitution provided for an election for judge, to be held &
S‘IPiﬂllber, 1848, to hold his office for a term of six }-'ears.DTI}:r&]f);\;i:
Y one candj j in the district, and that was Ljavi
A he Was“j}ii‘éz f\f?{li;;itg eo,plpositicm. He succeeded Judge Treat :_md
I Wmmission was dated December 4, 1848. He was the s1ttmg._1udge

| b S s at Mt. Pulaski. He
"'l;:nrge-g]e elltlrf.: period thaF .the .COLIII%U; ‘:i;l(; ;‘9‘:‘]1: tin 1861. He coul.d
undom)teff]t?d without o.pp051t1.on‘ in ts_l‘o, &8 the Eighth District. his

: y have remained Circuit Judge,

. . in 1862,
ttire Aot : . m Lincoln, had not, !
; Morta] life, if his old friend, Abraha t the United States. In

e |3 i -+ 0O :
IR him 3 member of the Supreme Court 4 reduced 10

ST R : - in population, Wds ol
i e Eighth District, having e by Edgar, Piatt MOU{]

\ by ; ; - Shelby, Edg Sl
Yy dttachmg from it the counties OD'lviq Genator Palmer Sa%

‘|Q‘ f i

1 Macon and Christian. Of Judge Veoken, by the survey Of

try; 48, the soil of the circuit had not been br hoi y 15 0
u‘:u 3d ang his duties requil'ed Judge Alayis E? counties
Ty U i each year, in fourteen of the 1arges eparat

g Tee % ! 0 . r are \Ss

g . “TNess and quickness of his intellect, h.lh 1P1rcre with Pfo'npmjr

th s Pract; : ] . ‘ acitated him tO Siged bnlitien: of a judg®
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ew superiors, in the long ine O,f. judicial ability, With wh;
he had few sup s :
history, as a people, has [ g
our hi , as
Judge Davis was bo
] at Yal .
law school at ' _
of ‘t}:-ece of law. He was elected to the Legislature of 1844 bt .
practi :

-1 the Constitutional Comfention.qof 1847'. Usher F-_ Linder, in b
e - avs: ‘“‘For his promotion to the Circuit Jud
bar remn?lscenge?, bor)i o debted o His oldsat Can it ‘\bb
Mr. Davis was Trb?t}érnal eredit of Judge Ditis Sai(i ther
Lim‘join,'tand“;ie;"lea member of the convention in 1860, wh,ich ,?;;eir
Iflzfg th]e. Republican candidate for' Pr»:ﬂ:sident, Judge Davis had 4 large
a share in bringing about the nomination of Lincoln as any othe; Mer.
ber of that convention. Mr. Davis is a large man, .about.six feet
high and weighing some 350 pounds. He was a \'ery. IMpartia] judge
but such was the marked deference he showed Mr. Lincoln, that Lin-
coln threw the rest of us in the shade. I am inclined to think thyt Mr.
Lincoln tendered him a place in his cabinet, but Mr. Davis waited for
a safer and more permanent place. His ambition was to reach the
Supreme Bench of the United States, and a vacancy occurring, he was
appointed over the heads of such men as Salmon P. Chase. He
made a most excellent judge and has delivered some opinions on consti-
tutional questions, which have given him a national reputation.” In
1877, Judge Davis resigned his high judicial position to become a Sena-
tor for the United States from Illinois. He was President pro tem of
the United States Senate from 1881 to 1885, when he retired to private
life. He died at his home in Bloomington in 1886.
The last term of the Logan County Circuit Court, at which Judge

Davis was the presiding judge, was the October term of 1862. On 'the

last day of that term, Oct. 29, 1862, Judge Davis
court, called the by

rn in Maryland, in 1815. He yae i

: : fa
e, came to Bloomington in 1836 and bega?]u;:e
g

allam

ered me an appointment as Associate Justice of
Supreme Court of th i Pt h dis
trustful of my abj ¢ United States which I shall accept, although

liti i . g
elected judge on t D d'SCharge the duties of the office

he adoption of ¢, itution. Since ther
OW changeq the busin P € present constitution.

this state. The Eighﬂfssfug;e. popu_lati.on and the rflateri.al Iifl;:dmg;.
teen countjes, Now it ig c;: g Strict, at that time, vy u\_ and D¢
Witt), ang the bus; reduced to three (McLean, Logan quite
eg:? rti:e;h:; ernitr}:e wl‘flole fourtegn in 1848. Several of our b
that great R ace.  The’ Presdess of the United States
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. forming the district; Generqg
Jress from Ohio; the noble‘]?,aker

-~ oo y . | .
Cong™™ at Ball's Bluff; the chivalric g Vho yieldeq his 1jf P

ountry ; OL8, whos
( p ed; the gallant O e L OSE ) TR
j]’fl_\'r 11]0[1{” ) g gleSbY3 dlStlI’lg‘ulshed alike \;{

rw_j;‘ . . . X :
s and sutlering, and my immediate or his ger.

e ~ Predecessor u
'1]10‘ adorned the Supreme Bench Qf Our state, is noy, {que T‘re,_qt, i
:rit fudge for the Sduthern District of Ilinois Mited States D

The_y attained gj5.
naided by wealeh
I' Successes of the

nction b_\-" the force‘of their trai_ts and ch
or influents 1 qCOI]llECt]OIlS. How 11‘1ustrative are the;
Jdvantages afforded by our free institutions, I feel gratefy ¢, th
eople and members of the bar of the Several counties, which dife-
ferent times ha.ve composed my circutt, for their uniform support
My relations with themy have al'wa,ys been pleasant and I shall e\'el'-
cherish the remembrance of. their kindness and courtesy. If in the
hurry and distraction of business, I have wounded the feelings of any,
[ sincerely regret it. DBe assured that I shall always feel the deepest
interest in your prosperity and happiness. We part, gentlemen, in time
of great national peril. May God, in His providence, avert the dangers
that threaten our beloved country and may that heritage of good gov-
ernment, which was bequeathed to us, by our fathers, be transpﬁtted
unimpaired to our descendants.” Following this address, a meeting of
the Logan County Bar was called to order by Ll_onel P. Lacey' and
William McGalliard was made Secretary. A committee was appointed
to draft suitable resolutions of respect and appreciation ?pon thewz:;
tirement of Judge Davis from the Circuit Bench. Tl}ef fle 101‘;1“%“'&”.
spointed: ~William H. Young, C. H. Moore, WIE = ) o
James G. Bryce and William M. Springer. Thzytzlgnts of the Judge
Paying high tribute to the eminent ch'aracter ant'on

o tongratulating: him upofl bisuperiicl pmn;OsLi :a.nd the electioﬂ_Of
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August 20, 1866, in the very

him and his death, Prime of yg.

A marble shaft in Union cemetery noyy

y \\'ag

deeply regretted. P oy Markg 1.
11stpfesti11g place. Politically he was a strong ante-bellym Dem@;his
and on the occasion of the address of Stephen A. Douglas, in Linmr]a{

n,

in the memorable Lincoln-Douglas campaign of 18_58‘ Presideq g ‘
meeting and presented Judge Douglas to the audience. William 1
Young, another member of this early legal t_rlumwrate, first locateq ir;
Postville, where he taught sc.hool.for awhile in the schog] buildipe
now used for a residence, immediately east of the present ]eﬂ”ers;,
school. He enlisted and served in the Mexican War. He followed tpe
county seat to Mt. Pulaski and then to Lincoln. He was the NOMines
of the newly organized American party for Secretary of State in 1836,
At the death of the District Prosecuting Attorney, Harvey E, Hogg
in 1861, Gov. Yates appointed Mr. Young to fill this office untjl ar;
election could be had for a successor to Mr. Hogg. Mr. Young was 5
warm personal friend of Mr. Lincoln and the latter frequently visited
with Mr. Young at his residence. Mr. Young did not live to fill out
his term as District Attorney, but died at his home near Lincoln in the
summer of 1863. He was a man of great energy and determination,
but during the latter part of his life was greatly handicapped by il
health.

Judge Samuel C. Parks was, however, probably the leading attorney
at the early Logan County bar. His father, Beaumont Parks, was one
of the first educators in the City of Springfield, and was born in Con-
necticut in 1775. He was a graduate of Dartmouth College, being 3
fellow collegian with Daniel Webster and a classmate of Levi Wood
bury; read law with Judge Slade, of Vermont, and was admitted to the
bar in that state; went to Madison, Indiana, in 1821 and opened up 4" !
academy, being the first school in which Latin, Greek and the hight -
branches were taught west of the Allegheny Mountains, Thomas -
Heqdrlcks, later Vice President of the Unijtad States, being 0né of I
pupils; came to Springfield in 1840 and established a private school for

)Igoung men. He died April 8, 1870, at the home of his som, Judge
arks, in Lincoln, and is buried in Union Cemetery. His sof Ju
S. C. Parks,

was born in Middlebury, Vermont, in 1820. He w3 u

cated at t.he Indiana State University and ca.me,to Springﬁeld, wltg h::

Goons, in 1840. He read law: with the firm of Stuart & EAwar®
pringfield, where he wag admitted to the bar, and located I ar the

Scfflity 2bout 1846. He located in Mt. Pulaski in 1848, the J° 1850

follou)rredsef}: Was removed from Postville to that place, and mwmc

: € county seat to Lincoln. While in springﬁeld.. he ,-esulf“—'i’ I

which contj Ab.raham Lincoln, and a warm friendshiP Wa i
nued until Mr, Lincoln’s death. In 1855, he Was €

m .
ember of the Leglslature, from the district, of which Logh™ . s
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part. He was a delegate from this

COI]O‘re 1
B T . gTessional
anubm‘ii” National Convention,
\_1.

Distr;
held: at. Phg IStrict to the

||\'ﬂ

o i R adelphia i

lhm fohn C. Frem nt was nominated for President Alz the ﬁ s
\\' L, A - l'"" 1 £y 1 Sy - & b : '—
% Congressional Lonvention at Springfield, in 1848, he wa S
caf - - y S ras one Of

Y FeXopd | ) Vi10O f"]',-’ ed h . .
lelegates who favored the renomination of Abraham Lin

mncluding th

1 e Sang

: 5 g Sangamon
aw fparu,er, Herndon, bcing against
account ot Lincoln’ ition i ‘
accou Lincoln’s Opposition in Congress

wi (
-11]]" LWt - = 1
|1 for Congressman, the other delegates

E:unt\' delegates and Lincoln’s
Jiiﬂff"ms renomination, or
o the Mexican War.
Judge Parks was at tht.? Re:publican National Convention in Chicago
in 1860, and was very active in assisting in securing the nomination Zf
Lincoln for Presxden’-t, at that convention. In 1862, President Lincoln
ppointed him Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Idaho, He
was a presidential elector on the Grant ticket, in Illinois, in 1868, and
2 candidate for elector on the Greeley ticket in 1872, having temporarily
joined the Liberal Republican movement that year. In 1870, he was a
member of the Illinois Constitutional Convention ,representing Logan
County. In 1878, he was appointed Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of New Mexico, by President Hayes, and in 1882 was trans-
ferred to the Supreme Court of Wyoming by President Arthur. Judge
Parks is still living, at the advanced age of ninety years, spending the
declining years of his life, with his daughter, in Kansas City, Mo.
While physically not strong, still his intellectual strength shows not the
slightest signs of diminution. He wrote a monograph, in 1900, entitled
“The Great Trial of the Nineteenth Century,” which for depth of
thought, originality of idea and ornateness of expression has few su-
periors in literary work. It indicates a thorough knowlefige of the
dTaS_MCS- In substance, the work is a discussion of the policy of t;e
United States in acquiring insular possessions. Judge Parks, in t:;"
Z:yz of his active practice, was an able lawyer, 2 S(?:Etleffa]miiw;g; a;f_
i, o R L et i
Dubli.c - fSonedtl I R e:;arnp.l_ integrity and pure
men, whose stock in trade was their ability, intes

, and who are rapidly passing away- : Iso
V1 5 - . 1848, came a
With the election of David Davis to the beﬂzh ;]ected Prosecuting

avi i .
vid B, Campbell, who was, at the same tim hat capacity until his

tto e i in t
ey for the district and who continued 11 ition in 1848, and i

eath ]n 18 " h ut OPPOS]

- H elected, witho . s
iisj was reﬁlectedecwvf\;is N. M. Broadwell, h1s3 og:}ogr;lnt&cl))gn; ‘:)f s
vo{ejﬁf to 8,744, in the district, and by a voteclar:n o e 0 Spring*

11 tion
fielq -..OT Campbell and 498 for Broadwe had the reputati
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filled by appointment of A. McWilliams, who serveqd ;

until the election in 1856, when he was succeeded by \Nar(tlhat A
McWilliams was a talented lawyer, but possessed an ungoy . T)LT
per, which unfitted him for trial work. He was, how ernablet :

Ever, a
m *
n 186, Ia“ of

y Were reanﬁm L

high character and integrity. He died in S5 LOUiS, 1
cember of 1855, the county records of Logan Coynt
from Mt. Pulaski to Postville, following the change of ¢g
In 1857, the court house in Lincoln was consumed by fir "0ty segy
ticulars of which are narrated elsewhere. © the Par.
In 1855, a judicial election was held, resulting in the
of Judge Davis, as Circuit Judge, without opposition anq in
election was held for District Attorney, Ward H. Lamog bein
over Major W. Packard, by a district vote of 10,783 to 0,57
received 1,117 votes in Logan County to 836 votes cast for Packarg
Lamon was a native of West Virginia, being born in 18,8, cam
Danville in 1847 and was admitted to the bar, was the Danville 13-\:-
partner of Abraham Lincoln, removed to Bloomington in 1859, accon.
panied Lincoln in his perilous night journey through Baltimore,
a colonel in the Civil War, wrote a life of Abraham Lincoln, wa ,
son-in-law of Stephen T. Logan, and died in 1893. He was also Prg
vost Marshal of the District of Columbia. He was Prosecuting At
torney, until 1861, when he was succeeded by Harvey Hogg. A judi
cial apportionment in 1857 reduced the number of the counties in the
Eighth district to Logan, McLean, DeWitt, Champaign and Vermi-
ion Counties. The following “hefty” grand jury held down the boards
in the old court house that was burned. This was in 1856 and the
grand jury, “sizing themselves up,” concluded they were a remarkable
grand jury, in the matter of weight, probably not surpassed before
The court was not a light one, either, and they took him along, to b¢
weighed. The scales told the following story, the figures representing
the number of pounds: Judge David Davis, 275; Theodore Lorend®
Mt. Pulaski, 292; Samued Hoblit, Atlanta, 279; John E. Hoblit, At:
lanta, 267; James Hawes, Eminence, 253; D. P. Lee, Lincoln, 24gf
S. M. Copeland, Mt. Pulaski, 245; J. D. Dement, Mt. Pulaski 224:
I. R. Braucher, Mt. Pulaski, 227: H. B. Stephens, Prairie Creek, Pzett;
Richard- Botkin, Atlanta, 223; David Evans, Middletown, 223-?@ 4
J. Hawes, Eminence, 216; John Bigger, Mt. Pulaski, 212; C. F Ifw |
Atlanta, 205 ; James Barr, Atlanta, 205; R. J. Cunningham, Mt s¥e0
203; R. S. Fleming, Mt. Pulaski, 188. All were farmers. i
T!le ﬁr§t records of any term of the Logan County Circutt
Now 1n existence, are the records of the September term, e
being the first term after the fire. The greater amount of it
those days, as compared to the present, is indicated by the fact !
the docket of that term appear 332 common law cases, Over *
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i ; e
. cases and over SIXty criminal cageg
cé i

&7 dditional il.ldictn.lel'lFS during the term,
”,‘IJT selling of intoxicating drinks. T 4y Sii
:II]k-; with the great attention to detaj] notj i :
Tjiﬁknﬁﬂlxvas not_so closely contested as in . everiilnch
nore cases were disposed of in a given time, Dy G 3 Angell o
slanta, used to tell of a 1a‘V-SU}t he had, at this term of court ‘:vith
i{, K. Webster. _He went'to Sp‘n‘ngﬁeld to secure the Services of ,Abra—
pam Lincoln- Lucentn “I'm very sorry, but Webster was here
vesterday and left five dollars with me, as

a retainer fee, on his side of
he case. You had better go get Stuart. He’s 5 better lawyer than

I am, anyway.” -Angell therefore secured Stuart. When the case
came for trial at Lincoln, Judge Davis called the case and without wait-
ing for open.ing statement of- counsel, told Angell to take the witness
stand, had him sworn and said: “Now tell your story from beginning
to end and not leave out anything.” Angell told his story. Then
Stuart cross-examined him briefly. Davis then called Webster to the
stand and directed him to tell his story. Lincoln then briefly cross-
examined. Davis asked both Angell and Webster some questions, both
parties having agreed beforehand to try the case by the court, \_vho was
a friend of both litigants. Following the examination, Davis .asked
Lincoln and Stuart if they had anything to say. Both had nothing to
offer, and the case went to the court. Both Iitigat}ts and both law-
yers then went out to a restaurant to indu]ge'in a qish of oysters ar;;l
when they returned, Judge Davis decided the issues in favor of Angell.
Dozens of cases were thus disposed of, without delay. !

The first recorded list of grand jurors, at the September ;enn'RIob?rz:
were Harrison Dyer, Stephen Hukill, Jo_hn D. Gillett, Jc')I% lﬁaughey,
son, David Pence, John Linbarger, William Cramer, J].3 Scott, James
James Shores, A. D. Downey, C. H. Whitesides, S](IjnoIrien;‘y Hal’l, Mar-
Li“dse}’: Ewing Duff, David D. Jammes, JosephAieed’ L. Bryan, George
quis Caudy, John Sargent, Joshua Howseh, & ‘urc..rs were Robert
vark, and N. Harris. The first panel o I’}e:xlt -Ls J. Niblack, John
Miller, Thomas Quisenberry, J. W. Walker, hom Ewing, Abel Lari-
Miller, Peter J. Hawes, A, &. _Ray burs, C ;1 atjaarfes Gordon, Robert
2on, Henry Carpenter, Benjamin Fi, Richard F. Ayres, 7L
FariS, McCarthy Hildreth, Andrew Stalllﬂg? Abner Copeland, Mil-
liam Turner, James Carlyle, Jeremiah Buckc';!s;nd o Watkins. :The
ton Rayburn, Asabel Halstead, R. F. Bgrltl;lf$433.20' and the petit jury
8rand jury fees paid that term amounte he Sep-
fees, $703.40. the docket of t ee]

The local attorneys whose name are Saﬂ;’i’m .
‘ember term of court, 1857 as Iep Young, ]
parks, Lionel P. Lacey, Willlam H.

The grang jur
I15 of which
its were not ¢
ced to-day,

Y brought iy,
Were for the
rleda in thOSe

S appear on

ing litigants, are
resenting Elfi; L. Austin,
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Cummings, A. ] Furley, C. H. Goodrich, Charleg Worts
George H. Estabrook, Joseph H. January, James G. Bryc,enhmghn
E. Dicks, Wilford D. Wyatt and E. S. Jones. From Othe;- Wi]lian;

are Abraham L.incoln, _]Uht‘l T. Stuart, A. Mc\Villiams, Asabel to\mtie‘

nkl ing.‘ \!31&?:

C. C. Brown, William Hanna, John M. Scott, J. C, Co
Conkling, William H. Herndon, C. H. Moore, Leonar¢

| Sw ;

T D g “ € i

tiam Orme, O. T. Reeves and J. S. Post. To the local ligt '1r:’ i
7 2 = ~aq y «

i 1820, the names of W. P. Randolph, Silas Beason, R, v D addeg

T . 4 11 &Viq
Nos » Lincoln Herald, in noting the openi o
L. D. Norton. The Lincc eral( oting the opening of the §,

tember term, 1850, of the Logan County Circuit Court, mentioy 3
attendance on the first day, of Attorneys Parks, Lacey, Youp b
Cummings, Austin, Norton, Randolph and Davis, of Lincoln: 10
brook, Turley, January, Worthington, Goodrich, Dicks and }‘?,ga:tah
of Atlanta: Lamon, Swett, Packer and Wickizer, of Bloomingmn ::d
Green, of Petersburg. The common law 'cases for this term \veré 6 |
in number, chancery 163 cases and people’s cases 109, making subgtap.
tially goo in all.

Of the above local attorneys, Parks, Lacey and Young have bee
mentioned before. Eli L. Austin came to the county from Morpay P
County in 1855, was associated in a partnership with John E. Cum.
mings in 1859 and with William P. Callon in 1861. Mr. Austin was
elected delegate from Logan County to the Illinois Constitutional Con
vention of 1862, but illness prevented him from being present at the
sessions of the convention. In fact, before the convention had com
cluded its labors, namely, March 25, 1862, Mr. Austin died. John
E. Cummings located at Middletown in the fifties, but removed to Lin-
coln in 1855, was in partnership with Eli L. Austin for about a year,
after which he practiced alone. He was a close student, a fine scholar
and a fluent speaker, but was a man of convivial habits and one night
in 1866. fell down his office stairs and was killed. Politically he was
an ardent Democrat, having refused to support Douglas in 1860{ #"‘d
casting his lot during that campaign with the Breckenridge Demo-
cracy, upon which ticket, he was a candidate for presidential eieetﬁf B
that year. A. J. Turley practiced law for a time at Mt. Pulaskh i
moved to Atlanta about 1858. C. H. Goodrich came to thlﬁ--wwm' |
from New Jersey, where he was born in 1794. He afterwards
tp Jerseyville, where he became one of the leading lawyers Of{s :
Illinois. He died in Jerseyville in 1868, Charles Worthing!¢
from Maryland, practiced here awhile and then returned east-
H. Estabrook was an early settler in Atlanta, where he pract
continuously until his death. He raised one of the first
the Civil War, at Atlanta, in April 23, 1861, within twent}
"f»jfm_‘ the first call for troops. James G. Bryce was located
‘and was totally blind. Notwithstanding this infirmity, he

18
g- Wyau'
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¢ being especially gifted ag g S s
\ iced law in At_lanta, until 1869, Whienal;::wa\leln]am E. Dicks also
iJe Was re-elected in 1873 and defeated jn 188 eI&;cteg Cou
| McLean County and moved on a farm, near Eelleﬂ; o
i;\'kﬂ years on the McLean' County Board of Supewisc‘)’;’_er.
ciiling, he moved to Roge; s Park, where he died in 18 .
1 active trial lawyer. Wilford D. Wyatt v '390.  He was not
;11 [821; was admitted to the bar in Ark
Mexican War, that same year and serve

d n a reg
: . giment
fefferson Davis; came to Lincol commanded by

n in 1856 and was th

g - : : e first o

orney of the Chicago & Alton Railroad; was Eriiai Colgﬁl atf
0

the first Illinois regiment to offer its services in the Civi} War. He w
proimcd Master in Chancery in 1880 and held the office 1;ntil Igvgas
when he was succeeded by Robert Humphrey. He died Nov. 1, 1 09,
at the Soldiers’ Home in Quincy. E. S. Jones practiced law in %ut
coln, during the late fifties and to the time of the Civil War. He wis
associated in a partnership with William H. Young, as a junior mem-
ber. William P. Raqdolph was born in Virginia in 1829, coming to
Logan County, with his parents in 1831. He took a law course at Ann
Arbor, Mich., in 1855 and was admitted to the bar in 1859. He prac-
ticed law in Lincoln until 1875, when he moved upon his farm, in
Oran township. He returned to Lincoln in 1885, leading a retired life,
until his death, in September of 1906. Joseph H. January came from
Ohio in 1854 and located in Atlanta, being one of the first settlers in the
town. He afterwards moved to Missouri, where he died.

Silas Beason came to the Logan County bar, in 1859, and from a
few years thereafter, until his removal to Iowa in 1882, was not only
a recognized leader at the bar, but was intimately identified with every
public movement connected with the growth and progress of Logan
County. He was born in Greene County, Ohio, January 28, 1836, and
came to Logan County, with his parents, in 1848, settling on a farm
near Atlanta, where Mr. Beason was reared. He read lavfr and »Ras
admitted to the bar in 1859, began practice of the Pl’OfeSS'OnhatLe t:
lanta, moving to Lincoln a year or so later. He was elec’Fed to the Leg
; ving to Linco i ; City of Lincoln,
slature in 1868. He was eight times Mayor of the City © o
three times City Attorney and was the leading promoter i % h

. r Railroad, now a branc
through the county, the Champaign & Havana . ted in the practice
of the Illinois Central. In 1869, he became gt

2 son & Blirm CC-!H‘
of law, with Edward D. Blinn and the fim of B;i: o

tinued until 1882, when Mr. Beason decided t<; r;;m A banquet, at-
o law and remove to Iowa, to locate upor was tendered him

. iness met, :
tendeq by over 200 professional and busin to his removal. Two

A the Lincoln House, on March 30, ,18.82’ prlorload of hay, he fell in
Years later, on Nov. 8, 1884, while riding on 2
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front of the wheel of the loaded wagon and received ;.. .
which he died the next day. His remains were brought tmlu_l'iEs, f'% _
interment. An intimate friend of Mr. Beason, in Writin - Lln'coln'i
“For many years, he was the recognized leader of the bof Im, saizr,
which he adorned. Always courteous to the court and Oar, i
sel, when aroused he was a most untiring and dangeroys

His manner was earnest and convineing; at rare intf_‘l‘\;al Agonjg;
eloquent; but his great strength lay in his unflagging g S, he Wyg
simple, earnest and convincing manner. His friendshj iy Is
and his friends were numbered by thousands, from ever g
His official career was extended and reflects great credityu“;alk 9f life
exhibits no broken trusts, no taints of vice or dishonesty.PII-]IehLm'
abiding faith in the justice and impartiality of the people and ad qy
him strong with them.” Vi

The Logan County bar of the sixties, before, during and afte
war, as far as records go, in addition to those already mentione ;hthe
the names of William McGalliard, William M. Springer, David T 1?: '
tler, William P. Callon, W. B. Jones, David H. Harts, P. W. I.{arts‘ |
George H. Campbell, George S. Dana, H. W. Dana, Stephen A. Foleyl f
James T. Hoblit, Edmund Lynch, Edward D. Blinn, Robert Orendorff.
Albert H. Alkire, William P. Hackney, A. C. Edwards, Willam B
Mann, Rufus Mayfield and Frank Fisk. The Lincoln Herald mentions
the presence, at court, of the following attorneys, in 1860: Attorneys
Parks, Lacey, Young, Wyatt, McGalliard, Norton, Randolph, Austin,
Springer, Davis, Fisk, Cummings and Beason, of Lincoln; Estabrook
Dicks, January, Worthington and Turley, of Atlanta; and “from
abroad,” Attorneys Abraham Lincoln, Lamon, Gordon, Goodrich,
Orme, Cullom, Shutt, Post, Gallagher, Keyes, Wickizer, Herndon,
Power and Matheny. There were 557 civil cases, 147 chancery @s
and 62 people’s cases at the first term that year.

William McGalliard came to Lincoln in 1858 and was soon re%
nized as a foremost leader at the Logan County bar. He was e
literary attainments, a close, industrious student and a man ‘?f' o
and refinement. He was especially strong as a pleader, bemg the
oughly conversant with the books with reference to this brancht fm |
law. He was a partner of Judge Parks for a number of years: thefw
being Parks & McGalliard. He was elected to the Legisjatmﬁifé@-‘, :
and served one term. He also served as Master in Chancery W i |
to 1873. He was the legal adviser of William Scully for manx
He was intimately identified with the establishment of L
versity, taking an active part in its location in Lincoln
first Secretary of the Board of Trustees of the institution.
exceedingly valuable man in the community and when
on November 11, 1873, that in a fit of mental aberra
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own life in 1S Office Gver the Mayfielq 1 - m
M ersally deplored.  William g ; an%‘;.

‘.'l‘];d: came to ,TélC_}-CSOm.-ﬂ]e, 1L, with }; born in Ing;
e State University of Indiana i 1856, came ¢

::itef and was admitted to the bar jn 182’)9- W'hci]le a resi
; S

oln, he was a candidate for the Legislature in 1860, } t
R o atham. - ! ek r
: Latham. He was elected Secretary of the Ilinois

by R. £ el
L S 3 LA~ C -
ention 1 1902.. S00n after, he went ts Springfield

pw partnership with John A, McClernarg and N. i Ban

id 7 L : % AN AV :

S elected to the Legislature in 1870. In i \;Oadulell. He
* as elected to

4 period of gyer twenty

Congress, continuing in that capacity for
tes District Judge for the

his

Conv

vears. He was then appointed United Stq
Territory of DI_;Iahoma. He died in 1903.

David T. L1ttIEr was born in Ohig in 1836 and came to Lincoln in
1856. He ‘ﬁorkeu at the carpenter’s trade for g while, then read law
with Judge Parks and was admitted to the har n 1860. Soon after he
was elected Police Magistrate of Lincoln. He was Master in Chancer
f the county from 1863 to 1868, having been appointed by judcri
cott. In 1868 he moved.to Springfield, on his appointment as Internbaf
evenue Collector for this district. He also was Representative and
State Senator in the General Assembly and was a delegate to three
National Republican Conventions. He died June 23, 1902. William
P. Callon was born in Indiana in 1836, came to Morgan County, Illi-
nois, in 1843, was educated at Jacksonville, I, read law with Judge
Epler, was admitted to the bar in 1860, came to Lincoln and opened up
2 law office soon after, forming a partnership with Eli L. Austin. He
enlisted in the Civil War, was a lieutenant of cavalry in the Fourth Illi-
nois Regiment and after the war located at Jacksonville, where he died,
October 29, 1907.

George H. Campbell came to Lincoln from Mason County, where
he had been admitted to the bar and had been eIectgd County J‘%dge'
_Hf-‘ engaged in mercantile pursuits in Lincoln and did not particxgattz
in the active practice of the law. He was president of the first Boar 9n
Trustees of Lincoln University. He was elected to the Legisl.aturgég
1858 and was the Democratic candidate for Secretary of State mreId tc;
He was Lieutenant Colonel of the 1o6th Infantry. .I—ile regg::rt H.
Mas.on City after the war, where he subsequenﬂyh d:ﬁ w:as not an
All_clre was a law partner of William ks Isa%dolp ,while having been
z:litnie Practitioner. George S,.and Heflr}" V\r..nCi a:l?; to abstract work.

‘Mitted to the bar, gave their attention Pn pt " 1866. He after

“enry W. Dana came to Lincoln from Vermont ! o4, He was also

Wards movyed to Marshall, Ill., where he dle(-l H;hégsienties. Robert

ASsociated in partnership with A. M‘. Hahn lﬂfﬁced with L. P. Lacey
T®ndorff was admitted to the bar in 1861, O

oD

Y tn o
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cticed law here several years, going west after the War. el
'\" ,[ :;\,J,T{‘.--' 4 ;;.'- <ociated in a law firm with \Vllford D. \VYau %
’ /( ;,;—;;,a,*ir,r;'i law here 2 while and then moved to Nd,,wh'
]HEI_T] f J i;fJ'- E ” l,,;r';,j(: it p.-"".r'i"'!i"]r:nt in a poiitical‘ way. Frank Fi*ah’
i)rjlj"zz r“f“"-‘;]:;ff”'r:‘ in I‘:“f—’"/ and came to Mt. Pulaski in 1852 and tg [ ; ‘h

; AT He was admitted to the bar in 7858
1105y, 1iC wWay 4

irv in the Civil War and died June 3, 1907,
cavalry in the Civ

He was 3 heutemm

David H. Harts was born 1n Pennsylvania in 18‘3({, anfl came ,,
Logan County, with his p,:m;me in l?f_fr. : %'If: :';df,lrtdp-,am of C(’mﬁany
C of the 106th Illinois Infantry. He was admitted to the bar iy 195
He was a member of the Legislature in 1878, mz s in 188;
: MoIs i I&?&_
He has been identified with the progress of the city of Lincgly for 4

1ayor of Linecolg
and candidate of the Prohibition party for Governor of Il
period of thirty years or more, always ha'-.-'i.ng been'public S?E_fitﬁd in
civic matters, Of later years, he has bcf:T{ 6“;{215;":_(1 i ’f-ie‘fdﬁpmg codl
mining property and has not been active in practice of the law. Hi
brothc;‘, P. W. Harts, was an ante-bellum lawyer at the' Logan Coy
bar, having been admitted just prior to the ogtb'reak i the war. He
was captain of Company H of the 106th Illinois Ir_lrantr}.". and after
the war, located at Springfield, where he now resides. William B
Jones came to Lincoln, from Kentucky, in 1866, and was a type of the
old school of Kentucky lawyers “before the war.” He was admitted
to the bar in the early forties and in 1859 was elected District Attor-
ney in an extensive Kentucky judicial district, which posit'io_n I'.1e helt%
during the trying days of the war. He was a strong Unionist ant
narrowly escaped with his life, from roving bands of armed secession-
ists, on several occasions. He was a dignified and scholarly member of
the bar. He died in Lincoln in 1907. His son, William O. Jones, 2l
practiced law in Logan County, was a member of the State BoardOf
Equalization from 1892 to 1897, and was elected Mayor of Lincoln it
1897 and again in 1899. He died June 16, 1903.

James T. Hoblit, present County Judge of Logan County, Wad'
mitted to the bar in 1865. He is a native of Logan County, a son %
one of the first pioneers. He was born in 1842. At different perioé i
in his practice, he has been associated in law partnerships 'i'ﬂmsﬂéy',=
Beason, Stephen A. Foley, W. W. Stokes, Edward D. Blinn, F gt
M. Hoblit and C. Everett Smith. He was elected County Cl
1869, State’s Attorney in 1876 and County Judge in 1886. F

delegate to the National Democratic conventions in 1876 and in
In all these positions he ha

to the constituency which
of ability, as well as g
Stephen A. Foley is likew
son of one of the early

7"[‘? |.|
.

he has so well represented. He is 2
scholar of considerable literary a
ise a native of Logan County and
pioneers. He graduated from the
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»f the University of Albanv ; 933
{ Y In 1867 and forme

wicnt 2 1
vith jameb I'. Hoblit soon a - da
g fter. In 1877, he w law Partner-

q‘ll.p e

shP " § Logan County, which positi as ele

[udg® - : position he filled w; lected Coup
o e of the wealthiest men of the couliltymzlh Sthiciency, | He g
3 ; due ,

ment in the investment of capital

“oln Loam, Savings & Trust Bank, which in 1885 was
merged in the

i National. He was f

leohl : s or three years

ysylum fOr Feeble Minded Children. He iST;ea;urer of the Illinojs
) . an

. orary culture and has been a S who apprec;
qulzts,)the Lincolti: Iibtsiey biside fllj(l)]l;b;afn;hgag?n of educatiorll)fl r?ig:rees_
-ofited by reason of his interest in the same 1;{]911;1156:5 that has greatly
 pcoln Library B ety s .ast € has been president of
One of the leading lawyers at the Loga Iz: :
s an advocate was in his unusual abi Bam Ry et Wi s
' _ abilities as an orator, w
Lynch, who was admitted to the bar in 1867. Mr L. e
superiors in the state as a pleader before a jury Tﬁe Y.n(-;h had few
more than one occasion, seen Mr. Lynch, in an a'rgument\\f_nter hé.ls’.on
case, and even in a civil case, bring tears to the eyes of a 1'?1 ar e
2s to the eyes of the auditors in the court room. His pongé tsf wlen
quence were due not so much to the phraseology of his sentencese Z;
to the r'nellown.ess and tremulous cadences of his voice and the persc;nal
magnetism which seemed to electrify his auditors. He was born in
New York in 1842, of Irish parentage. He came to Logan County in
1866, and was admitted to the bar in 1867. He was elected City At-
torney of Lincoln in 1868 and again in 1870 and 1871. He was the
Democratic candidate for the State Senate in 1372 and for Attorney
General of the state in 1876. He was one of the organizers of the
Catholic Total Abstinence Society and was president of the same for
three years. As a campaign orator, he was in great demand. He died
July 27, 1892. A more unselfish soul never lived in Logan County
than Edmund Lynch. He was also a great reader and student, and
Was a walking encyclopedia of the world’s history.

E_dmund D. Blinn came to the Logan County par in 1867, and has
E:::tmt;d his profession from that time to the Pre?egtlwm.l nlﬁl;e?essu;
e t is not the intention 10 this chapter to 1n d? g¢ é? Mr gBlinn,
amon embers of the bar ,Stl!l ifvmg, b thedStann:jni ecial h.istorical
nOticeg the Iawgfers of Illinois, is such id to. aegalts hp sses him to

. Mr. Blinn has a naturally logical mind, i

i i n
'®Solve every proposition into its constituent elements. He 18 3d5tr§4§
.« of law are to be argued. .

Tan before a court, where pro ositions :
Blinn's ability to d’raw ﬁnep dirs)tinctions of law, his s concept;:rl:ts
of underlying principles and his power tO make his pos:txorll. ?lpfzngué
Would place him at the front rank at any bar where the-Engé ;s e
S spoken. He came from Vermont t0 Logan County 1t i

to his unerring

iude '
: In 1877 he founded the Lin

the
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been admitted to the bar in Ohio previous to his coming. He

K . s . W _
man of the Republican County Lommittee ior v

S . . . ANy years i » =
»ate to the Republican National Conventions in 1880 and &
gate to e pul ! and in T884

; : : e SIS
1893, and a presidential elector for Illinois in 1884. He A i

y R\

8(, to
as md‘-"*“‘.c-f-i
Irt of I“H‘l

nresiding judge of the Illinois State Court of C]
r AR L= S o

by the bar of the county for Judge of the Supreme (g
in 1907, a position which he is well qualified to fill.
A new judicial apportionment occurred in 1861, by w}

r.lig

. 3 : 1ich the Eighy
District was narrowed down to three counties, . gan, De Wig’ 1
McLea: judicial election was also held the same year  ang
McLean. A judicial election was also held the same year, Judge D, id
. 5 Byl . : : . s X C Ly
Davis was re-elected Circuit Judge, without apposition. The i
ious Ward H. Lamon had been re-elected District Attorney Withoy

E 2 P . 41 TR
opposition. In the early part of 1801, he resigned to be Provost )

prey-

: iy o : 2 : ar-
shal of the District of Columbia, whereupon Gov. Yates appointeq ),

Lamon’s law partner, Harvey E. Hogg, to fill out the unexpired term,
A few months later Mr. Hogg enlisted in the Civil War, being mage
Lieutenant Colonel of the Second Illinois Cavalry. Gov. Yates then
appointed William H. Young, of the Logan County bar, to succeed
Mr. Hogg. Mr. Hogg appeared only at the April, 1861, term of the
Logan County Court. He was afterwards killed in an engagement
during the war. Mr, Young did not fill out the unexpired term, dying
quite suddenly in 1863, after the April term of Court. Henry S. Green,
of Clinton, was thereupon appointed. The regular election for Pros-
ecuting Attorney of the district occurred in 1864, at which Mr. Greene
was elected, without opposition. Mr. Greene came from Ireland to
Illinois in 1857, read law with Judge Lawrence Weldon, at Clinton,
was admitted to the bar in 1860, and became a law partner of C. H
Moore, a well known De Witt County attorney. Later he mo"_edlo
Springfield, becoming a member of the firm of Hay, Greene & Littler.
He resigned his position as District Attorney, in 1867, to g0 0 I
Legislature, and was succeeded by Thomas F. Tipton, of Bloomingto™
who was appointed by Gov. Ogleshy, to fill out the unexpired terﬂ;
Mr. Tipton served as District Attorney until 1869, when he resigne
to accept the Circuit Judgeship of the district. Jonathan H. RO¥™
of Bloomington, succeeded Mr. Tipton as District Attorney ift. 109
and continued in the position until the office was abolished by the w:
Constitution of 1870, which provided that in 1872, and €very i
years thereafter, there should be elected one State’s Attorney f0f e

and every county in the state. The first State’s Attorney fof T
County, elected under the new constitution, in 1872, was Tipelt

Beac}:, who served in that capacity until 1876. James A. Hihe :
appomnted State's Attorney pro tem from July 1, 1872, tO s
of the same year, pending the election.
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hefore stated, Judge Davig Disvia
and an election for his successor 0

AS

resj i 1
gned as CU’CT_‘Ht Tudoe in
S J =]

862, : = : ccurred in N

y S o in the in Noy

year, resulting 1 Ft e choice of John M. Scost o P1"311}I>er of that

’reqidt‘d' for the first time, over the Logan Cot;ntv >l00mington, whq
: Yy co

s (863. Judge Scott was a natiy
At Rt Q ;
Clair County in 1824. He was admitted to the bar in
o0 :\,'ECLE?'H (_.D‘..]nt:v"- In 18?0' he was elett(‘
il District, of which Logan and McLean
ember of the ?tlprgme Court of Illinois, which position he h Id f
= -c = 0o p 1 = . = €
years. He died at his home in Bloomington January 2 o
g an honored and revered name. Judge Scott havin} 21, '1898&
o y 24 r651gne

leaving 5y
10 accept the position of Supreme Judge in 1870, an election to fill th
' e

yacancy thus caus_ed, E‘?‘Sulted in thg choice of Thomas F. Tipton, of
Bloomington. Judge Tipton held his first Logan County court, at th

October, 1870, term., He was born in Ohio in 1833, came tO‘I?lino'e
in 184:4 :m_d was ndniitte(l tQ the bar in 1854. His tenure of office ;:
Circuit Judge continued until 1877, when he was elected to Congress,
serving one term.  In 1891, he was elected Circuit Judge in the eleventh
district, which then included the counties of McLean, Livingston, Kan-
kakee, Iroquois and Ford. He died February 10, 1903. In 1873 an-
other judicial reapportionment occurred and for the first time in the
history of Logan County, the county was included in a district num-
bered otherwise than the Eighth. The new apportionment placed I.ogan
County, in what was called the Seventeenth district, with De Witt,
Menard and Mason Counties, and Judge Tipton, whose term had not
expired, and whose residence was McLean County, was assigned to the
district of which McLean County was a part. For the new Se\l'-en-
teenth district, an election for Judge was held, June 10, 1873, resulting
in the election of Lyman Lacey, of Havana. Judge Lacey held his
first court in Logan County at the September term, 187.3. He was
born in New York in 1832, and came to Illinois, with his parents 1

1837: was admitted to the bar in 1856 and located in Havana; served

; s above
in the Legislature in 1862, and was clected Circuit; Judge as abe

stated. :

The Logan County bar of the seventies i‘fcluded Ly fonol:\“}%n?ets
torneys:  Silas Beason, Edward D. Blinn, Timothy T. FBﬁ;fif' ‘q'a;nuel
15 Hoblit, Edmund Lyﬁch. ]oseph Hodnett, Stephen -; é)t'éc}:x\'erclt-
& Parks, William McGalliard, Robert Hymphreys == =

» Davidson, Oscar Allen,
f.tger, R. B. Forrest, D. H. Harts, Samuel P. Davi ‘:tt S i

Counties were 3 part, as a
4

eighteen

J. L. Bevan, F. L. Capps, Wallace Nall, J. lG fh?;lfa; Barber, H. W-
JoA Dillon, W. P. Randolph, Fe 0 tlO[j'_ (:,'ad\\'aﬂader, Samuel

dna, G(‘Orge S. Dana, A. M. Denny, A. T. James,

Wallace, W. E. Dicks, Frank Fisk, Charles I. Foglsygcet‘agfook. “Albert
- B, Jones, \.V_ 0. fones, E. R. Lentz, {réOrge wio-ar
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(7. Tones, N. M. -\’\"’]}T‘“,le‘(‘:,'l', Edd M. COChran, John Johnston

Maxw ’.'”. SJ'_I]’_J?.'”CJI'I I \'\"'U]?U](.[. jUStph B .Batess A]bert H_ Alkir,e R- C
iam B. Mann, Wilford D. Wyatt, William P Hackney, Willi' Wiy,
\:'\-'rci)sl_'er, William G. Bates, Charles H. Curtis, J. H,

anan, G
2
Sharp, J. A. Hudson, J. G. Bryce and A. M. Hahp. %

Among those coming to the Logan Coupty ba‘r in the seye ieg
who at once took front rank with the actlve_trlal 1a\vyer5, Was 'Tﬁlnfl
othy T. Beach, who was admi?t.ﬁ(] to the bar in 1871. As in e In.l‘
of Mr. Blinn, Mr. Beach’s ability as a ‘lawyer and his Succesg atciﬁe
bar, warrant a violation of the rule of hls‘tory not to indulge in eulge
of those still living. Mr. Beach is pre-eminently a trial lawyer and j;
reputation as such is extensive an‘d wide. As a .CI‘COJSS—_examiner, he h;j-
few superiors. His earnestness in argument, his belief in the jUSUc;
of the cause of his clients, whose cause he makes his own, his untiry
zeal and persistence, as well as his alertness in taking advantage of every
point in favor of his position, has given him a standing as ope of the
leading trial lawyers of the state. He was born in New York in 18y3:
enlisted in the Civil War in 1862, serving for three years: came to Lin.
coln at the end of the war; graduated at Lincoln University in 1870:
admitted to the bar in 1871 ; elected City Attorney of Lincoln in 1872:
was the first State’s Attorney of the county and was Master in Chancery
from 1873 to 1879. He has been a delegate a number of times
Democratic National Conventions.

Joseph Hodnett, for many years a legal partner of Mr. Beach
came to the bar in 1872. He was born in Ireland in 1849, came to the
United States in 1864, to Lancaster, Wis., where he was admitted to
the bar, in 1870, and came to Lincoln in 1872. His location in Lin-
coln was due to the fact that his brother, the late lamented Father. Hod-
nett, was then in charge of St. Patrick’s Catholic church at Lincoln
Father Hodnett died less than a year ago in Chicago, and at his fiﬂﬂfh
was one of the best known and most popular clergymen of his faithin
the Middle West. Joseph Hodnett is an example of the scholar at tht
bar. He is a man of literary attainments and is posted upon all mat
ters pertaining to history. As a lawyer, he has the decisions of the Ll
nois court of last resort at his finger's end, and is able to quote volum
and page from memory, in frequent instances. He is well g‘l'Ol-l“*_i_ed .
the books, is a versatile pleader and a safe counselor. These attribut®
together with a flawless integrity and a loyalty to his friends, have %"
him an enviable place in the community. T

_ Oscar Allen was born in Massachusetts in 1836 and served i ™
Civil War in a regiment from his native state. At the close of th‘::
he came to Logan County, taught school for a while, read law ;
admitted to the bar i 1871. He was a law partner of Judge *
number of years. Ag an attorney, he is exact and thorough in the
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the origin of the law.
n -1842, taught schooj i
ar m 1872, came to Lin

disa student of the history and th
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fice

B

ies was born in Jacksonville, I11.,
B ﬂi(,:,:,}wfe he was admitted to the b
b:;ithﬂml divi.ded his time between newspaper work ang it
Ij';l’o\\‘ Cditon_al WHIES I BTOommgmn Pantagraph.
Eucs located 11 El.kmrt.’ but removed to Kansas in 1833,
\\'-'shstvr was a.dm:tte'(_l 11‘1 1878 and subsequently moved t
I, where 'hc iS NOW .logatfed. Randolph B. Forrest came from Qhjg
o [llinois, 11 1852, with his parents; graduated at Normal University
. 1868 and taught school sever?_ul years; was first editor of the olq Lin-
oln Times; read iaw,. was admitted to the bar in 1876, and was asso-
cated 1 2 partnership with Edmund Lynch. He is now practicing
jw in Oklahoma. ]-ames G. Chalfant came to Logan County from
Ohio in 1862, served 1n the 106th Illinois Infantry during the war, was
clected County Superintendent of Schools in 1865, was admitted to the
bar in 1870, and elected County Superintendent again in 1873. Eras-
tus R. Lentz came to Logan County from Ohio, in 1871, taught school
2 while and was admitted to the bar in 1875, being associated with W.
P. Randolph. J. T. James was a law partner of D. H. Harts. Samuel
P. Davidson graduated at Lincoln University in 1869, was admitted to
the bar in 1872 and practiced law in Lincoln. He afterwards removed
to Tecumseh, Nebraska, where he was elected Circuit Judge. He is
now in the practice there. Charles I. Forsythe graduated at Lincoln
University in 1871, was admitted to the bar in 1873, and later .moved
to Alton, Mo., where he is now located. Edward G. Hudson is now
located at Newton, Kan. Samuel G. Allen was raised on a farm in
Oran township, read law with Edmund Lynch, was admitted to the
bar in 1879, practiced law in Lincoln until 1885, when he removed fo
Montana, where he died in 1908. Edd E. M. Cochran came from Ohio
to Logan County in 1876, was admitted to t.he bar in 1.88_1, and was
associated in business with D. H. Harts. He is now publishing a paper
4t South McAlester, Oklahoma. P
~ Robert Humphrzay was born in New quk in 1853i{car:16 t?]tnsl,::llll(c))lgi
With his parents in 1855, and to Lincoln in 1859. : ed :m%he e
until 1875, when he began reading law and was adrfntte88 0 i
1878. He was elected City Attorney of Lincoln in 1683

ter
"as elected State’s Attorney in 1884 and served Onz(;esz’r;”rsslgéaos to
”"8 Chancery from 1889 to 1891 and was County igh i L. Andersomn.

94 He is associated in a law partnership W in the
In the administration of the offices which he has held,:;xs ::\:rlilaglse repu-
Practice of hig profession, Judge Humphrey has won

: : : ] L. Wallace is 2
:la:tlon for sterling honesty and fair dealing. Sam:sein Logan County:

i : . | yea .
Ve of Ohio and after teaching school severa . Mt. Pulaski and
Wag admittedotonthe Sty [ first located 1n M _

Joseph
n Ala-
coln in
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came to Lincoln in 1880. He was State’s Attorney of L&
from 1888 to 1892, and was Postmastgr of Lincoln from, Mafal? Co“my
to June 1, 1894. He was again appointed Postmaster to ﬁllc L 1§
expired term in 1898. Mr. Wallace has a high standard of p:llt an gy
ethics and is a competent and qualified attorney, Albert D, Ca?ifessiunal
is a native of Ohio and when sixteen years of age enlisteq . wallader
War. He was captain of a company in the 85th Mlinoig Tots ivi]
lost his arm at the Battle of Peach Tree Creek in 1864,
war, he settled in Lincoln, was City Clerk of Lincoln in 1868:
appointed Postmaster in 1869, which position he filled until 4
of political administration in 1884. He was admitted t0 the
1883. He was elected Clerk of the Supreme Court of [linojs, Ce;t in
Grand Division, in 1896, serving until the consolidation of the d,fgl
sions in 19o2. He is a public spirited citizen and a safe counseiz[r.
John L. Bevan is a son of one of the early pioneers of Logan COum‘
in which county he was born in 1845. He graduated from the Jay
department of Ann Arbor University in 1874 and located at Atlanty
the same year, since which time he has been in the continuous practice
of law at that place. He has held various town and city offices in At
lanta, and has the confidence and esteem of the people amongst whon
he lives. Ferdinand L. Capps came to Logan County in 1858, locating
in Atlanta. He enlisted in the Seventh Illinois Infantry in the Civil
War. After the war, he read law and was admitted to the bar in 1877. :
He practiced continuously at Atlanta, where he built up a lucrative
business, from 1877 to a few months ago, when he moved to Chicag.
Louis C. Schwerdtfeger is a graduate of the Ann Arbor University,
being a member of the class of 1879 and a classmate of Clarence Dar-
row, of Chicago. He is a native of New York state and came to Logan
County shortly after his graduation from Ann Arbor. Since then fe
has been actively identified with every step in the civic progress of the
city of Lincoln. He is a man of keen perception and clear busints
acumen. He was interested a number of years in newspaper ‘feﬂt“f_:-s'
was one of the reorganizers of the Union Cemetery Associatiofh &
has organized various industrial and financial corporations 1 ghe tf
of Lincoln. He served a number of terms in the city council. In énk:
he assumed the management of the German American Natlonal_' GPIeE
was for many years its cashier and is now its president. He ""‘3%"'_‘; He |
County Judge in 1894, serving in that capacity for four }'eafs'
has been successful in all of his undertakings and has been 4 "o, £
citizen in the community. Robert C. Maxwell was a nativé -
and came to Logan County in 1866, teaching school until
was admitted to the bar in 1877 and began the practice of
coln. He was elected City Attorney of Lincoln in 1878
times he held numerous township offices, was a member 0

Ths e emrtge AR | ISt



. ication Of Lincoln and a mempe, of _
Elgufvﬁs a member of the State Boal‘d&:;cg LI €veral years.
rict, from rage-ko-Toge s Hi died in 1904, and his d.
deplofed by Fhe entire community. He wae eath
il made fr;end§ of all with who
Woland is 2 native Pf Pennsylvan
parents 1'1131 1855, eélllg_;;ffdd in the Cjvil War
«chool. He was admitted to the bar i

é)c‘hoC. Sharp, with whom he practicednlalnff181‘ntif1?8\§fl Pyt
elected City Attorney on the temperance ticket. He ha
the practice of la-w and is now residing on his farm &
He is president of the Logan County Old Settlers’ Asso
Logan County Farmers’ Institute, and is one of the leadj
citizens of the county. Albert G. Jones was born in Bond C .

in 1847, and came to Lo C : 1d Lounty, this

state, 1 : Uealt L ounty in: 1863, locating in Mt
Pulaski. He began the practice of law in 1878 and died in 1898. W
W. Stokes came from Ohio in the seventies and began the pract.ice of
law in Lincoln. He was associated in business with Judge Hoblit for
several years. He is now located at Dayton, Ohio. Wallace Nall was
admitted to the bar in 1871 and practiced law but a short time, later
engaging in newspaper work.

As before stated, Judge Lacey was elected Circuit Judge for the
Seventeenth Judicial District in 1873. By an Act of the Legislature,
passed in 1877, a radical change was made in the matter of Circuit
Judges. By this act, the state was divided into thirteen districts. The
Seventh District included the counties of Logan, De Witt, Menard,
Mason, Cass, Morgan, Scott, Greene, Jersey and Calhoun. It provided
that the existing judges should be judges for the respective circuits in
which they resided, the districts being so arranged t}?at two of the .OId
districts were thus combined in one, and each'nev\_r district thus havul;g
two judges already serving their terms. A third judge was then tg e:
elected, the terms of all three judges ending in 1879, when threetjuhil 1
Wwere to be elected. These three judges elected in 1879 were to

office for six years. The two formerly elected judges inc1 tf(n:e ::S\VESP?:;
enth District were Lyman Lacey of Mason Lty ang77,yAlbert G.

of Morgan County. At the election held A.ugu_st 20, IIn 1878 Judge
urr, of Greene County, was elected the third Judggourt Judge Burr
acey held the January term of the Logan County % ’1879°judges
the May term and Judge Epler the September term. 2 1879,, il
Acey, Epler and Burr were re-elected for six yezf:.15.1880 Judge Epler
Acey and Burr all held court in Logan County,d' the terms of court.
lone presided, and in 1881 Epler and Burr hi; to Jacksonville, with
“dge Epler was a native of Indiana and movebar in 1852 He W8S
' Parents, in 1837. He was admitted O the

S retired from
ear Hartsburg,
Ciation and the
Ng, progressive
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Judicial District a number gf

-_.L:c H from 1350 1 1361. Judgeyge::: ang
; }__»11;{_ been one of the 11‘ attorneys who ever graced g be“'as
__1 bar in Central Illinois. He was born .!1‘:“[ New York in 185 :ch
1Wm was a nephew of ,\ﬂ_!‘oﬂ Burl'- When a year old Judge B$d
JmL to Sanagmon County with his T'!](-_“!thk"l'.fllld sister. Al Were

- digent circumstarnces. \When Burr was quite a boy, th.e cupport |
his mother and sister devolved upon him. He worked in the brick.

Springfield and acquired an €dl,‘_lcati<"-n at might. He fouo\\'ed
hing and merchandising, studied law meanwhile ang Moveg
g Lere he was admitted to the bar in 1856, Hews
» member of the Legislature in 1858, a member of the COHStitutionasl
Convention of 1862 and a member of Congress from 1867 tq 1851
two terms. He was a model judge, but died, at his home in Carrollt;n,
in 1882, in the midst of his term of office. ;
The death of Judge Burr necessitated a special election to fij] the
vacancy. This election, in 1882, resulted in the selection of George W
Herdman, of Jerseyville, as Burr’'s successor. Judge Herdman came
to Illinois from New York in 1854. He was admitted to the bar in
1867 and began the practice of law. He was elected to the House of Rep-
resentatives of the General Assembly in 1870 and to the State Senate
in 1876. He was Circuit Judge fifteen years. He is still residing at
Jerseyville. As a judge, Judge Herdman made a reputation for the
speedy expedition of business during terms of courts and the brooking
of no delays. In 1883, Judge Epler held all three terms of the Logan
County Court and in 1884, Judge Herdman held the January and May
terms and Epler and Lacey the September term. In 1885, all three
judges, Lacey, Epler and Herdman, were re-elected, as they also were
in 1891, and serving until 1897. Judges Epler and Herdman were
thus associated with the Logan County Court for twenty years and
Judge Lacey for twenty-four years. From 1885 to 1897, Judge Herd-
man held the January and May terms and Judge Epler the September
term, this being a general rule, but with occasional terms held by Judg®
Lacey. In 1897, a new judicial apportionment took place. The pre~
ent Eleventh District was created, including the counties of McLean,
%ngStO_n, Logan, ‘Woodford and Ford, being coextensive with the
: ‘i):llegr;3351<)1r£7D;sr;cgtct. 'lI‘he first election- in the new district i
st D. nyers ;‘;S%{zd in the election of the followmfg‘ Ij’onﬁ
ik ottt L Moft'e,tt o :xnt‘l:rllgto;‘,h George .W. Patton, _2-6 ected 1
1903. Judge Myers g oy he same Judges were T as 50
Clhacie 1,1 1n addition to his work as Circuit Judge; 3%
working, Painstalzgfl ate bench for a number of years, a“d.'s;;.
County, which is h?s 111]1;1512 bHe ho]d‘s court principally 1 T~ .,
» but occasionally hears causes 1% =

yards at
school teacl
to Greene County, wl
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. affable, courteous gentleman, whether y
fe 18 ‘m'i is a general favorite. He was born j
gise: ¢ Union \rmy, took a law course at Ann

. I]“‘ p 5 P ~ 1 1
}1‘: Lo i 1874, located in Bloomington for th
ti

I

pon t.he bench or other-
n Ohio in 1847, served
Arbor, was admitted to

; : € practice of hj %
nd Was County Judge in 1886, Judge Patton held t1115e P{g;e;n

on ; Court {requfently, e§pecially during the illness of Judge Mof
o udge Patton is a native of Pennsylvania and came with his par:
fett: o Illinois in 1852, read law in Springfield, and was admitted to
1875 and after practicing at Fairbury, in Livingston County

EL b:lr I]] x . . .
]t;cqted ot Pontiac in 1883. H_e 1s a close thinker, possesses an analyt-
Ll mind and has always administered his judicial office “without fear

i tavor.” All afrtm:neys before him are treated with equal fairness.
He upholds the dignity .and decorum of the court at all hazards, and
preach of the same receives rebuke from him, despite the long experi-
ence, political or other influence of the offender. A blameless private
life and an unimpeachable character add to his attributes of head and
heart.

Judge Moffett, during his life time, was generally the sitting judge
it all terms of the Logan County court. During that time he endeared
imself to the bar and the community alike. Not a trial lawyer him-
«lf, he came to the bench with a conscientious desire to do his whole
dity. He was born in this state, February 235, 1856, and located in
Ford County in 1869. He was admitted to the bar in 1880. So fear-
ful was Judge Moffett that in his rulings he might do some one an in-
justice, so conscientious was he in the discharge of his duty, that it is
the general consensus of opinion that the nervous disorder which caused
his death, September 16, 1904, was more or less superinduced by wor-
ries over the matters passed upon by him in judicial proceedings. His
death was universally deplored. He was a lovable character, without
2 known enemy in the world. Judge Moffett was succeeded in office
by the first Circuit Judge ever elected from Logan County, Thomas. M.
Harris, who was elected November 28, 1904, to fill out the un’explred
term. He is a native of Illinois, born in 1865. He was admlttec! to
the bar in 1893 and in 1895 formed a partnership with E. D. Blinn,
under the firm name of Blinn & Harris, which firm was dissolved upon
Judge Harris’ elevation to the bench. Judge Harris has proven him-
*lf 2 worthy successor to Judge Moffett. The soul o.f honor an('i integ-
"ty, he administers the duties of his judicial office with a consc1ent;)0us
Uherence to his conception of the right. One of the younger I;emhgj
2i the bar himself, he has full sympathy with.those on t;'ui t ll'eerb_

the Profession. He has a clear, comprehens'lve grasp ot lega rtI:e s
:tl}j’ and is a close student of the books. He 1s urbane ;nd :s(::lilentiou;

on the henclf and off, and makes a safe, careful and €0




HTISTORY OF LOGAN COUNTY

In 1909, Judges Harris, Patton and Myers el
{ I [ O)O) ) L = .

judgt e Sy

LT
" ”iimlii' "’I-’i“'“:iiu”'

- » oan County, af s
I'he first County Judge uf)LOb—.}n : unty, atter the Creatig o
fice in 1849, was Thomas R. Skinner. He was not 3 Practicing
8} L gy i - .
torney, but made an excellent judge. He was one of the eqy o
orney, b

: ly
of the county, coming during the forties. He first S€rved

3
Surveyor, was elected judge in 1849 and served ur_ltil 1857, the ﬂljt,
of his death. He was succeeded by Reuben B. Ewing, Who a6 Year

W
in Tennessee in 1801 and came to Log‘a? County_in 1854. J};’g?
Ewing was County Judge from 1857 to 1869. He died July 1o 187€
Like Judge Skinner, he was not a practicing attorney. William g icks
was County Judge from 1869 to 1877, Stephen A. Foley e
1886, ]:_lmés T. Hoblit from 1886 to 18(%0, Robert Humphrey from |
to 1894, L. C. Schwerdtfeger from I§>94 to 1898, all. of whom s
been referred to at some length in this chapter. Emil C Moog Vi
elected County Judge in 1898. Judge Moos died while in office, and
his death was considered a public calamity. He was born in the Fourt,
Ward of Lincoln, March 19, 1870, was admitted to the bar in 1802,
was City Attorney of Lincoln from 1893 to 1897, and was appointed
Master in Chancery in 1897. He was a young man of exceeding prom-
ise, of a generous, genial good nature, had forged his way to the front
in the face of adverse circumstances, and was very popular in the com
munity. His death occurred April 8, 1900. He was succeeded as
County Judge by his friend, Donald McCormick. Judge McCormick
is a native of Logan County and was admitted to the bar in 1894. He
was City Attorney of Lincoln from 1897 to 1go1. He was first elected
County Judge in 1900, to fill out Judge Moos' unexpired term. He
was re-elected in 1902 and 1906, serving as County Judge for ten years
retiring voluntarily from the office in 1910, to resume the prastice of
law, in association with Peter Murphy. His long continued incum-
bency of the office was due to the satisfactory manner in which he ad-
ministered the duties of the position, his obliging disposition and cour-
teous treatment, in addition to his ability as a judge, making f“"hﬂn
many friends. The present incumbent of the office is James T. Hﬂﬁ

fl'Om 187

who was elected in 1910, a sketch of whose life appears elsewh
Among_' other attorneys who came to the Logan County
the seventies, and

k. ho subsequently moved from Lincoln to
calities, were Charles e
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i 1 R82. removed to Spok.ane. Washington. A. B. Mill
" cated 8t Vurray, Iowa, where he is now in the practice i-Ie w:.r
; s

; Ll o mcﬂrh;u- i 1891. Joe A. Horn was a practitioner at M
being LAY -\t_torney at that place from 1891 to 1896. H rt‘
P er of the Legislature from 1896 to 1898. In s -he e was
8 I ngfield, T11 John H. Beckers was City Attorney Of,L' mlove:d
=" put moved to Kankakee, Ill., where he is now in the m(r:Z rt1 3
0% ouser was also City Attorney of Lincoln, from 1903 0 g
¢ soon after moved to Oregon. Fred M. Hoblit was associated f(i:
. pumber of years 11 a Paftl}ership with his father, James T. Hoblit
He Was admitted to the bar in 1891. Among the lawyers recently at
. Logan County bar, who have died, are Charles C. Maxwell and
grack 1 Tomiinsom - Rae Sopmer | was porn im0, Al N I
ur in 1895 and died 1n 1898. He was a young man of considerable
.. Frank L. Tomlinson, of Mt. Pulaski was born in 1860 and

r\l‘k::‘l‘.lt‘k-

<o admitted to the bar in 1836. He was appointed Master in Chan-
ery in 1005 and died, while an incumbent of that office, on February
:_‘mm Mr. Tomlinson was a careful, painstaking officer, an excel-
ent lawyer and a safe adviser. He had the confidence and respect of

lpr
Lhit

the people of the county. W. E. Stone practiced law at Middletown
wveral years, but is now located at Mason City, I1.

The present bar of Logan County includes the following named at-
torneys, in alphabetical order: Oscar Allen, A. L. Anderson, W. R.
Baldwin, T. T. Beach, Carl Bekemeyer, John L. Bevan, E. D. Blinn,
A D. Cadwallader, William A. Crain, W. A. Covey, George H. Cox,
Thomas S. Davy, S. A. Foley, Charles Gehlbach, D. H. Harts, David
H. Harts, Jr., Joseph Hodnett, Milton Hoose, James T. Hoblit, Robert
Humphrey, Hugh Hunter, J. E. Jewet, Edward G. King, Uriah J.
Kissinger, Donald McCormick, James E. Miller, E. W. Montgomery,
Peter Murphy, E. C. Perkins, C. Everett Smith, George J. Smith, L.
C-_ Schwerdtfeger, Lawrence B. Stringer, Harold F. Trapp, Harry F.
Wakeman, Reference has already been made in this chapter to a
arge number of the above named attorneys, many of them having been
members of the bar in the seventies and being still actively engaged in
ﬁ‘\z E;‘:cti;e. Those noted here came to th;: LLoganC(;?;?‘try i:;{j:t]:;
g I:i enties. _A. L A'nderson is a native of Logan }‘ o-'a;}tb g

: neoln University in 1884 and taught school in the ¢ Syl i

T of years, being at one time Superintendent of the City Schoo

icoln. He w . . 1802, and formed a law part-
: was admitted to the bar in 1892. a :
ted State’s Attorney,

Mbggh: . -
qershlp with Emil C. Moos. In 1896, he was eleﬁle .« now associated
1

¥rving L oo

: ne term and declining renomination. X et

"t Judge Robert Humphrey. He is prominent in L Cl‘rcl::
‘ R state, being a state officer of the Grand Commanderyﬂdli?elf in
Mlars of Iilinojs, William R. Baldwin is the present Ma

181y

i O

put

1
he
s
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i ¢ e T opan County: Circuit Coutt: He came to thie
s {,},IUIH?L“\L‘ ;?S was admitted to the bar in 1887, an?;;:un‘li
read I law here since that time. He was a member ;)Esnb,
2] Committee in 1904 and was 3 I\'epumi?e
candidate for Presidential Elth'Ui'f l“ 18_93- He Was appointeq :
in Chancery at the death (Tf F. )L. lor“nlmsr_m in 1909. Carl Bekeme_\rer
oraduated at Ann Arbor in }8?4, being _avdmn.tef_l thatj Same year, a4
i@gﬁlillg in Springfield. In 1898, he removed to Mt.' Pulaski. Willian,
A Crain was born in Logan County and was :rldmﬂte‘d to the bar i,
1go4. He is not now in the' active practice. _\'\-. A. _(ovey is the Jay,
pértner of E. D. Blinn, having pec0111c assogate_d with Mr. Blipg at
the time of Judge Harris' elevation to the Circuit bench. Mr. Covey
was admitted to the bar in Mason County and practiced law in Mason
City a number of years. He now practices in both Logan and Magg
Counties. George H. Cox came from Kentucky to Logan County wit
his parents in 1852, and was admitted to the bar in 1882, after having
taught school in Lincoln a number of years. He has held a number of
township offices. Thomas S. Davy was born in Menard County, within
two miles of the Logan County line, attended the Valparaiso, Ind., Col-
lege, was admitted to the bar in 1874 and located permanently in Lin-
coln. He was Surveyor of the County from 1884 to 1896, three terms,
and was the Democratic candidate for State Senator in 1908. Charles
Gehlbach is a native of Logan County, was admitted to the bar in
1908 and is Secretary of the Democratic County Central Committee.
David H. Harts, Jr., was born in Logan County, is a graduate of the
Harvard Law School and was admitted to the bar in 19os. He is now
associated in the practice of law with his father, D. H. Harts, Sr. Mil-
ton Hoose is located in the practice of law at Atlanta. Hugh Hunter
is a native of Logan County. On admission to the bar, he located in
meooln_,_and was the successful candidate for State’s Attorney in 19%
serving in that capacity until 1908. J. E. Jewett was admitted to th
bar in 1876 and located in Lincoln for the practice of law in 1892 He
;E;‘i’eﬁtgf;t} tlgr?}]l'as Grand Chancellor of the Grand Lodge of Illm(_):,
prevgious]y begn ;3;“33(1“’3“1 G. Kl_ng came to Lincoln in 1887, havieg
: ed to the bar in Menard County. He was electe!
State’s Attorney of the county in 1892, servi :n that capacity unt!
1876. He was President of th B BB Lincoln '
Eeeeral Fiaie and e .oard of Education of L1 is
associaty rs and was Mayor of Lincoln from 19035 to 1907- He !
ed in a law partnershi ith 2 was Presk
dent of the Lincoln Chant p with James E. Miller. He gt
1908. Uriah J. Kissinge:v?;zcsluad from its organization 1n 1%010‘:3
in Lincoln in 1905. He was [a m(;ttefi to the bar in To98 aln inl
a‘nd is the present incumbh et B Lm-coII is 2 1%
tive of Lo ent of that office. James E. Miller 15 %
gan County, was gl‘aduated f = A . in 1‘88 r
rom Lincoln University

in 1885,
stantially practiced |
Republican State Cent1
L\'IaS{er
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LITIItEed the Harl —
oy ol rom 1891 to 1897, and has bel:n TI‘E"';l'SE,:/SIidei{teo\fvaiS —\Easter -
i (™~ o Lincoln College since 1904. He is associat dt 1 Board of
the W G, King. E. W. Montgomery was borh y \e Soonn
“An B s in 1871, and v.'e; admi L..Lln 3 ‘”‘1 *Ie_nard County,
2 e e Wi he e B e e
il | ‘“l.{. ‘lt';”‘;m County :!\n}l \(.;"'m‘:iili-i.t\t(l-"ib;—!i'b:-t[-jnfr .I:€1€r~ Ve
nd Ve DL R T T e N R
e s elected State’s Attorney of :m; county 1n 1900, serving for four
in fhant 15" at PICSEi MEstiia ‘-\"L_h Judge McCormick in the prac-
aw = of | E. C. Perkins came to Logan County, with his parents,
at 71-‘-""-“- \ fter teaching school several years he read law and was ad-
ey io the bar in I1859. He has been City Attorney of Lincoln and
B e Master in Chancery for seven years. He was a delegate to the
on lu Republican convention in 1904 and is serving his second term
ith L Legislature. C. Everett Smith came to Logan County in 1890
ng vas admitted to the bar in 1goo. He was elected State’s Attorney
of . 1008, which position he now holds. He is associated in a law part-
1in nersﬁip with Judge Hoblit. Lawrence B. Stringer was admitted to the
ol- { brm 1896, has been a member of the Illinois House of Representa-
in- ives two terms and of the State Senate one term, was the Democratic
ns, undidate for Governor in 1904 and for United States Senator in 1908
les and since 1905 has been Presiding Judge of the Illinois State Cf;"-.u‘*, of
in (laims. George J. Smith was born in the county in 1874, ad|m1tted to
ee. ! the bar in 1907, located in Mt. Pulaski, of which city he is City Attor-
he ! ey, and was associated in a law partnership with Frank L. Tomlin-
OW <0 to the time of Mr. Tomlinson’s death. Harold F. Trapp was born
il- § 0 Logan County and was admitted to the bar in 1900. He is asso-
ter tated in a law partnership with T. T. Beach, under the firm name of
i Beach & Trapp. He has been a member of the Lincoln Board of Edu-
04, Gtion for several years past. Harry F. Wakeman is also a native of
the county and was admitted to the bar in 1896.

~ The writer well remembers his first entry into the hallowed pre-
“nets of justice, which occupied the second floor of the old court house,

which was dismantled in 1903 to make way for the present strqctlu;e.
5 was in 1884 and the west end of the court room Tpas O?CuPletabé
aralsed dais, upon which was located the Judges €asy Cm‘tllréraraise
?d 3 bar rail in front. To the left of the Judge was 7 1he “gen-
?at{{)rm, seated with twelve hard wooden chairs, where Satl Circuit
(‘?men of the jury.” At his right, before a small desk Saf tu;:e:et long
a-nzrk'. In front of the Judge was a black walnut table, e{e‘ir::gle s
Wit X feet wide, and all was enclosed wit_h a wooden brf]t coal stoves
' tWo gates, one opening from each aisle. Two SO

UQQu > 3 3nd Spectatot's
le : : S the room ;
al;er[;ad Prominent places on opposite sides of Sheriff dictated.

tely froze or broiled, as the judgment of the
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A bucket of water, with a tin dipper, _vi’aS_ locattléd near thg jury Seaty
rched on a pine starch_ e Whl(;llt}jltl_ry,th?.wtyerﬁ, Witnesses 5.
spectators frequently repaired to quenc elff ﬂ11‘5 , the reple:mshmEnt
of which bucket, when exhe.mste-d, being one ot the sacred duties of the
Sheriff. Only the Judge, in his unermined ?Hijesty, was allowed
privilege of a pitcher and‘ glass all b)'r himself. The spectators sat og
benches, the backs of which were buﬂt at an angle_, as far from that
conformable to the human form as ingenuity could invent, The venti.
lation was execrable and when the room was crowded, real, live, gen.
ine oxygen was at a premium. Inside the bar’sat the attorneys trying
the cases, as well as “the members of the bar” who were not at that
time otherwise engaged, but who interestedly watched the progress of
the suit, and among themselves, either criticized or approved the map-
ner of trial and the rulings of the court. Only “members of the bar”
were allowed behind the rail and that term was a generic one, which
included all who had been admitted to the bar, and incidentally included
lawyers. The lawyers then, as they do now, fought every inch of legal
ground and contested every technicality. Arguments before the jury
were as long as the court would permit and as loud as the vox humani
would allow. It seemed to be a notion then, that the more noise a
lawyer made, the more effective the plea, an idea not yet entirely dissi-
pated. In those days, arguments were plainly heard by passers-by upon
the four streets which encompassed the court house. Established resi-
dents knew what it all meant, and took no notice, but strangers oftimes
stopped and inquired whether a fire, a riot or a murder was in progress.
{\n inve:stigation would disclose an attorney, within arm’s lengthiﬂf
jury, using his vocal energies to the utmost, at the same time indulging
in physical gymnastics with long extended fingers, tremendous SWeeps
it arms and other calisthenical demonstrations which endangered
the optics of those who had been sworn to “well and truly decide the
‘lc?;l:;i between the pl.?untiff andl defendant.” Yet, despite t.hese e]?mrl:
ensicsz-lingl Etle g ntas el SR P’Oneerlshgp
Fmeh atg{d abz;l_ttes were -here fought, which for sagacity, generd beef;
D i ity, in their conduct and management, have never )
Y court room of the land, and the old court house, P™

now but a memor . e of a LiT
1 y, rang with the eloquenc

(v:\?hr;,n ihftg?gt and a Trumbull, intellectual giants of other days*_?ﬂd

give way, in the onward march O ",

moved, every inch of which was >

d hallowed associations.

reminiscences an
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hree children, as follows: Mabel, whose natal day was March 8
and who passed away on the 11th of May, 1904 ; Albert H whoI, Ih'go’
occurred March 23, (892 avid éeatd ot was born Octt.)’ber e
The wife and mother-was called to her final rest o the 2d of Ma7l o
ond for his scond wife Mr. Wigginton chose Miss Cora Kingy,\;}g:os,
birth occurred in Hart county, Kentucky, on the 5th of July Iéyo }c:::
parents being John S. and Melissa King. The father, wh,o fol]c;wed

farming throughout h]S- active business career, is now living retired in
Kansas, but the mother is deceased.

Mr. Wigginton gives his political support to the republican party,
which has received his endorsement since age conferred upon him the
right of franchise. He has held several local offices and in the spring of
1910 was elected supervisor. His wife is a member of the Christian
Science church and both are held in high esteem in this community, having
an extensive circle of warm friends. The name of Wigginton has long
been an honored one in this part of the state and the record of J. C. Wig-
ginton reflects further credit upon it.

C. E.SMIETH.

Prominent among the representatives of the legal profession now
Practicing at the bar of Logan county is C. E. Smith, the present states
atorney. A native of Illinois, he was born in De Witt county, on the
0th of March, 1878, his parents being William A. and Ida C. (Hunter)
Smith. The father was also born in De Witt county and throughout life
followed the occupation of farming, his death occurring in 1881, at th'e
i8¢ of twenty-six years. The mother, who was a native of Kentucky, 1s

ll living and now makes her home in Clinton, Illinois. : h

Our subject is the eldest of the three children g 3 thel; -WOI_r,tin):
Ouple and he was eleven years of age when the famur ) f t(:n the
cgln, Here he attended the public schools and was graduzll;ed ;’(t) sey
L.lncoln high school in 1893. Subsequently he enleps 2 elgess career
Ville, Indiana, and after leaving that institution began his; Busias

i ; . remaiﬂﬂd
}r; the cmploy of 4 mercantile firm in Chicago, thl}-lo;::slg]n;ecareen he
“only a short time. Desiring to enter uPonfaLkae Forest University,

“8an the study of law in the law department ©
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